EXCLUSIVE ITINERARY: TANZANIA AND ZANZIBAR

Honeymoon Trip (2 PAX) for October 2014
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DAY-BY-DAY ITINERARY
13.10.2014 (Day 01): ARRIVAL – ARUSHA
Meet & Greet by ABC Africa T&T guide at Kilimanjaro airport and transfer to Arusha. The
drive from Kilimanjaro to Arusha city will take you an hour to the beautiful 5* hotel.
Overnight at:
Mount Meru Hotel on Dinner, Bed & Breakfast basis

MOUNT MERU HOTEL
Discover the place where the heavens meet the earth, where the rhythm of nature pounds
to the beat of an African drum, and where life is all about a revival of the senses.
Situated at the foothills of Mount Meru in the city of Arusha, Tanzania, the Mount Meru
Hotel lies on 9 acres of lush landscape, surrounded by some of Africa’s most breath-taking
vistas, rich with a diverse array of wildlife, etched against the fertile slopes of this beautiful
mountain.
Give your imagination wings as you sit at the mountain’s feet, and listen as it reveals
stories it has kept hidden for centuries.
Whether travelling for business or pleasure, you are invited to take delight in the breathtaking setting, lend your ears to the beautiful sounds of nature meeting civilization, and
touch the heart of Tanzanian highlife and luxury.
The Mount Meru Hotel, its management and staff members have made every endeavor to
ensure that your stay is a rejuvenating and refreshing experience of African hospitality and
look forward to meeting you in person.
Tanzanian warmth and kindness is renowned all over the world and the opportunity to
prove this fact much more than mere legend is an exhilarating opportunity to all at this
pinnacle of splendor, and our home, the Mount Meru Hotel.
With temperatures averaging a pleasant 25 degrees Celsius for most of the year, it not only
makes the Mount Meru Hotel a tranquil getaway, but a place where you can really put your
feet up and find your grounding again.
(http:// www.mountmeruhotel.com)
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14.10.2014 (Day 02): ARUSHA – LAKE MANYARA
After breakfast today tour will drive to Lake Manyara National Park for Lunch at Lake
Manyara Serena Lodge followed by afternoon game drive in Lake Manyara National Park
Dinner and overnight at Lake Manyara Serena Lodge
Lake Manyara National Park is one of the most diverse of Tanzania’s national parks, a
tiny (325km², about 205sq miles) combining the Rift Valley, Lake, dense woodlands and
steep mountainside. This park is very famous for its tree-climbing pythons and treeclimbing lions, which spend most of the day, spread out along the branches of Acacia
trees six to seven meters above the ground. Manyara is a birding paradise (more than
380 species), especially for waterfowl and migrants and the forests are one of the best
places around to see leopards. Lions hunt on the grassy shores of the lake. The park is
also particularly noted for its huge herds of buffalo and elephants, as well as giraffe,
impala, hippos and a great variety of smaller animals
Overnight at:
Lake Manyara Serena Lodge on Lunch, Dinner, Bed & Breakfast basis

LAKE MANYARA SERENA LODGE
Standing high on the edge of a towering terracotta escarpment with panoramic views over
the glittering alkaline waters of Lake Manyara, Lake Manyara Serena Safari Lodge offers a
unique blend of tranquility, wildlife discovery, and ornithological richness. The
unprecedented range of high-adventure sports, meanwhile, include mountain biking,
canoeing and forest walks, while cultural choices include tours of the neighboring villages
and dance displays by the local Iraqw and Sukuma people.
Grouped around a central ‘vanishing horizon' pool, this highly unusual lodge features a
simple timbered reception area, built in traditional African style, which is accessed via a
bridge over a small stream.
Beyond reception, lies the central dining room, bar and veranda, below which lies the
pool. Perched on the very edge of the cliffs, with stunning views over the lake is the pool
bar and observation point. Dotted around the grounds, all with views over the lake are a
series of circular two-storey ‘rondavels', which house the rooms.
Designed to reflect the brilliance of Lake Manyara's unique birdlife, the architectural motif
melds swooping avian curves with the gentle concentric patterns of traditional Maasai
‘Bomas' , while the vibrantly colored wall frescoes depict the colorful intricacy of bird
migratory patterns.
(http://www.serenahotels.com/serenalakemanyara)
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15.10.2014 (Day 03): LAKE MANYARA NATIONAL PARK
Full day game drives in Lake Manyara national park for a chance to see lion climbing the
trees. All meals and overnight at Lake Manyara Serena Lodge.
Overnight at:
Lake Manyara Serena Lodge on Lunch, Dinner, Bed & Breakfast basis
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16.10.2014 (Day 04): LAKE MANYARA - SERENGETI
Breakfast at the Lodge followed by road transfer (3 hours drive) to Serengeti Four
Seasons Safari Lodge for Lunch with game drive en route to the lodge via Maasai Village.
Afternoon game drive. Evening game drives usually give a chance of seeing predators
hunting. Dinner and overnight at the lodge (Horizon Room).
Serengeti National Park is one of the best-known wildlife sanctuaries in the world. It
covers an area of about 14763sq kms, with various vegetation, grassy plains, savannah
acacia lands, wooden hills and mountains which are the backdrops for an extraordinary
concentration of animals which reaches its peak during the wildebeest migration. It is said
to be around 2 million of wildebeests in Serengeti that migrate every year from Maasai
Mara plains. The best time to see the wildebeest migration is from December to July, and
the best time to see predators is from June to October. Serengeti is among of the world’s
remaining natural wildlife refuges. The name comes from the Maasai ‘Siringet’, meaning
endless plains and is equal in size to Northern Ireland. The Park contains an estimated
three million large animals, most of which take part in seasonal migration which makes it
one of natures’ wonders.
Overnight at:
Serengeti Four Seasons Safari Lodge on Lunch, Dinner, Bed & Breakfast basis

SERENGETI FOUR SEASONS SAFARI LODGE
The Four Seasons Tanzania offers views Serengeti, perfectly blending luxury with the
natural environment.
Get close-up views of the wildlife of the Serengeti from the private infinity-edge pool that
overlooks an active watering hole.Secluded and spacious, our 77 guest rooms, suites and
villas keep you in constant touch with the Serengeti.
Contemporary African décor features four-poster beds with mosquito netting, as well as
local textiles and artwork – all enhanced by modern comforts such as air conditioning and
high-speed Internet access.
Step outside to your elevated, open-air sundeck with a direct view of the plains and enjoy
a private audience with any lions or elephants that might be passing by.
(http://www.fourseasons.com/serengeti)
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17 and 18.10.2014 (Day 05 and 6): SERENGETI NATIONAL PARK
Day one you will start with morning Hot Air Balloon safari flight in Serengeti National
Park. You will have two full days game drive in the endless plains of the Serengeti for a
chance to see the great herds of wildebeest, zebras and gazelles or a pride of lions
lounging in the shade. All meals will be served on private bases at the main restaurant
and overnight at the lodge (Horizon Room).
Overnight at:
Serengeti Four Seasons Safari Lodge on Lunch, Dinner, Bed & Breakfast basis
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19.10.2014 (Day 07): SERENGETI – NGORONGORO CRATER
Breakfast at the lodge, followed by a drive to Ngorongoro Conservation area via Olduvai
Gorge. You will spend time for lecture at the Museums and proceed to Ngorongoro
Exploreans Lodge for Lunch. You will be served a private Lunch at the Terrace. Spend the
afternoon at Leisure. Dinner and overnight at Ngorongoro Exploreans Lodge in a
Honeymoon suite room
The Ngorongoro Crater is at 2,286m above the sea level, and is the largest unbroken
caldera in the world. Ngorongoro is surrounded by very steep walls rising at 600 meters
from the crater floor. The crater was been declared a world Heritage Site. The views at
the rim are sensational. On the crater floor, grassland blends into swamps, lakes, rivers,
woodland and mountains – all a heaven for wildlife, including the densest predator
population in Africa. The crater is home to up to 25,000 large mammals, mainly grazers –
gazelle, buffalo, eland, hartebeest and warthog. You will not find giraffe as there is not
much to eat at tree level, or topi, because the competition with wildebeest is too fierce,
nor will you find impala. The crater elephants are strangely, mainly bulls. There are a
small number of black rhinos here too. The birdlife is largely seasonal and is also affected
by the ratio of soda to fresh water in Lake Magadi on the crater floor
Overnight at:
Ngorongoro Exploreans Lodge on Lunch, Dinner, Bed & Breakfast basis

NGORONGORO EXPLOREANS LODGE
Once a gigantic volcano, the Ngorongoro crater in northern Tanzania is now the largest
intact caldera in the world. Some maintain that, before it erupted, it would have been
higher than Mount Kilimanjaro, the highest peak in Africa. Today, long since having
collapsed and eroded, it is an extensive highland area with the famous 600m (2 000ft)
deep crater as its focal point.
This is a great Lodge where you will get your money’s worth. The accommodation is very
comfortable with immense nice beds, super clean bathroom, and hot water.
The Exploreans Lodge exudes a very special atmosphere, romantically characterized by its
flower petal-strewn bath tubs with breathtaking views, personal fireplaces set around with
leather-backed chairs, floor-to-ceiling windows dressed with raw silk curtains, illuminated
with hand-beaded chandeliers.
A personal butler draws the bath, stokes the fire and arranges fresh red roses in readiness
for your return from Tanzania safari.
(http://ngorongorolodge.exploreans.com)
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20.10.2014 (Day 08): NGORONGORO CRATER CONCERVATION AREA
After breakfast today, you will descend 2000 feet (over 600 meters) to the floor of the
crater for a day crater tour with picnic lunches. Explore the forest areas that are inhabited
by monkeys and elephants, the lake area, where you may see the flamingos and the open
savannah where the lions hunt for food. Late in afternoon, drive back to the lodge for
Dinner and overnight at Ngorongoro Exploreans Lodge.
Overnight at:
Ngorongoro Exploreans Lodge on Lunch, Dinner, Bed & Breakfast basis

Page
12

21.10.2014 (Day 09): NGORONGORO CRATER – ARUSHA - ZANZIBAR
Breakfast at the Lodge followed by a private transfer to Arusha for a private Lunch at
Arusha Coffee Lodge. This afternoon you will be transferred to Arusha airstrip for schedule
flight to Zanzibar departs at 1520hrs, Arrive in Zanzibar at 1630hrs Meet and transfer to
Hideaway of Nungwi (1 hour) for accommodation for 6 nights in a Jacuizzi Suite. Arrival
and private romantic dinner on the beach.
All inclusive accommodation at Hideaway of Nungwi Resort in Jacuzzi Suite

HIDEAWAY OF NUNGWI RESORT & SPA
Hideaway of Nungwi Resort & Spa is extended over 10hectares of virgin land on the North
West coast of the enchanting island of Zanzibar. Surrounded by exotic gardens and
thousands of tropical plants, wooden steps lead gently down to the beach of Nungwi: an
oasis of soft, sandy beach. Located just 55 minutes from the airport and the capital of
Stone Town, we offer the perfect hideaway for couples, families and friends.
On the north-west coast of the island, Nungwi is considered to be the most beautiful
beach of Zanzibar, where the absence of strong tides guarantees the pleasures of
swimming and snorkeling in the crystal, jade sea. The dreamy sunsets of Nungwi are an
unforgettable experience, where hues of burnt orange and blushing rose drop into the
sparkling waves of the Indian Ocean.
Hideaway of Nungwi Resort & Spa has been constructed and designed to magnify its
splendid African surroundings and the warm waters of the ocean. This luxurious resort has
been conceived to satisfy those guests seeking a deeper and more authentic holiday
experience, reflected in our traditional architecture, the pulsing nature of the gardens and
the genuine Zanzibari hospitality, both personal and discreet.
(http://www.hideawaynungwi.com)
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22 to 26.10.2014 (Days 10 to 14): ZANZIBAR
Days at Leisure with optional activities at the resort. Enjoy Zanzibar Sea breeze. All meals
and overnight at Hideaway of Nungwi in Jacuzzi Suite.
All inclusive accommodation at Hideaway of Nungwi Resort in Jacuzzi Suite
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27.10.2014 (Day 15): ZANZIBAR – DEPARTURE
Breakfast at the resort, followed by road transfer (1 hour) to Zanzibar Airport. Arrival at
the airport and departure.

End of ABC Africa Travel & Tours arrangements.

NET QUOTATION (US$)
Per person sharing each of 2 PAX:

US$ 9,190
Quotation Includes:
Accommodation and meals as stipulated in the itinerary
Ground transportation in a private 4X4 6-seater Safari Land Cruiser with an English
speaking driver/guide or naturalist guide
Game drives or sightseeing as per the itinerary
Hot Air Balloon Safari at Serengeti National Park
Park or reserve entry fees - where applicable as per itinerary
All Excursions mentioned in the itinerary
Mineral water 1 liter bottle per person per day.
All drinks at Safari Lodges and the Beach Resort, except champagne and cellar
wines
Romantic dinner on arrival at Hideaway of Nungwi Resort & Spa
Domestic flight Arusha / Zanzibar (one way)
Return road transfer in Zanzibar
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Quotation does not include:
Entry Visas in Tanzania (Currently US$ 50 per person and US$ 100 for US Citizens)
Tips
Inoculations and personal insurance.
International flights and departure taxes - unless specified in the itinerary
Optional activities and excursions
Items of personal nature such as beverages, telephone, postage etc
Health insurance and evacuation fees
Accommodation at Hideaway Nungwi on all inclusive basis that entail and runs
as follows:
Breakfast, lunch and dinner at The Pavilion main restaurant.
Soft drinks, house wine, local beer, juices, water, tea, coffee served during meals.
Buffet Breakfast service from 07:00am to 10:30am
Buffet lunch service from 1:00pm to 3:00pm
Buffet dinner service from 7:30pm to 10:00pm
Rock Bar located at the main restaurant is open during meal times, serves all
inclusive drinks
Live music at dinner time.
Beach Bar serves soft drinks, house wine, local beer, juices, water, tea, spirits and
long drinks. Premium drinks and imported liquors are available at extra cost. Open
from 09.00 to 22.30.
Coral Cove Snanck Bar serves snacks and soft drinks at the beach area, and a light
menu for lunch. Open from 10.00 to 18.00.
Coral Cove Pizzeria serves salads and pizza. Reservation is required. Open from
20.00 pm to 22.00.
Lobby Lounge serves soft drinks and beers. Open form 07.30 to 23.00.
Sunset Bar serves soft drinks, house wine, local beer, juices, water, tea, spirits
and long drinks. Premium drinks and imported liquors are available at extra cost.
Open from 18.00 to 24.00. After midnight all drinks are at charge.
Café’ Moresco serves coffee, tea, special coffee and water pipes. Open from 17.00
to 23.00.
GENERAL INFORMATION
Malaria warning
Visitors are advised that areas such as Tanzania, falls within the malaria zone, and
precautionary measures should be taken when entering this region. Consult your doctor
or pharmacist for the latest medication suitable for the area you will be visiting. We also
recommend that you use an insect repellent and wear long trousers and long-sleeve
shirts, particularly in the mornings and evenings.
IMPORTANT | Visa requirements | Tanzania,
For most passport holders, Tanzania visas are obtained on arrival at the airport, and are
to be paid for in cash only. (No credit cards or travelers cheques are accepted).
Please check with your local authorities
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Tanzanian | single entry visa: USD 50.00 per person per country | multiple entry visa:
(American & Canadian Citizens: USD 100.00)
Health Precautions
A valid yellow fever vaccination certificate must be presented by ALL visitors at all
points of entry into Kenya, Tanzania and Zanzibar. This changed from previous
requirements, which stated, that yellow fever vaccination is required only for
persons from or those who have visited yellow fever endemic countries!

NGORONGORO OPTIONAL EXCURSIONS:
Activities at a glance: This can be organized at a minimum number of 2 PAX
(estimated rates – to be confirmed)
1. Sundowner cocktail at the Crater rim 2 hours Rate: 75 per person (Not included
in the program)

SUNDOWNERS ON THE RIM OF THE CRATER
An essential part of traditional safari life, the concept of having drinks whilst watching the sun
go down dates back to the time of the great safaris of the 1920's, all of which featured the
serving of elegant ‘bush' cocktails against the unforgettable backdrop of the African sunset.
Timed to commence as the sun starts its descent, which on the Equator is usually around 6
pm, the Ngorongoro sundowner begins with a gentle drive to a scenic spot on the rim of the
Crater, where chairs, lamps, campfire and bush bar with cocktail snacks will already have
been set up. Musical entertainment can also be provided.
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ZANZIBAR OPTIONAL EXCURSIONS:
Activities at a glance: This can be organized at a minimum number of 2 PAX
(estimated rates – to be confirmed)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Zanzibar Stone Town Tour
Spices Tour
Jozani Forest Tour
Prison Island Tour
Safari Blue
Kizimikaze Dolphins
Sunset Dhow Cruise

US$ 65 per person
US$ 60 per person
US$ 85 per person
US$ 75 per person
US$ 120 per person
US$ 85 per person
US$ 95 per person

The above tours and excursions can be undertaken alone or combined if time allows.

STONE TOWN CITY & SHOPPING TOUR (HALF DAY)
This three & a half-hour tour commences with a visit to Zanzibar’s colorful market. Alive with
the buzz of locals bartering fresh vegetables and baskets of tropical fruit, amongst the heady
smell of Jack fruit (and many other exotic fruits) we continue on to the site of the cathedral
built in 1874. The cathedral signifies a potent time in Zanzibar’s history and stands on the
sight of a past slave market, its high altar standing on the exact site of the whipping post.
Slavery was abolished in 1873 through a decree passed by the then current Sultan of
Zanzibar. From here we visit the residence of the late Sultans of Zanzibar, ‘Tip Tip House’,
the Old Fort, ‘Peoples Palace’ and the House of Wonders’, full of intrigue and vivid history
from a bygone era. The tour ends with a stroll through the narrow streets of the old stone
town, the heart of Zanzibar’s vivacious history with time for shopping. The tour could be in
the morning or in the afternoon.
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SPICES TOUR (HALF DAY)
Since the abolition of the slave trade, spices have been at the heart of Zanzibar enterprise.
The sheer variety highlights the Islands strategic location as well as the depth of cultural
interaction. Indeed no trip to Zanzibar could be considered complete without a visit to one
of our carefully selected spice farms. This involves visiting the spices growing areas to see
different spices and to learn their nature, uses and taste some of them right on the spot
depending on the season. In addition it involves visits to the famous spices producing area
where you can see medicinal, cosmetics, ornamental plants and herbs. Most of the
interesting items are cloves, nut meg, rambutan, lipstick, iodine plant, lemon grass,
vanilla, henna, shampoo plant etc. Our spice tour offers you the opportunity to indulge your
senses with a kaleidoscope of smells, tastes and textures. From the punch of a chili to
the refreshing succulence of green coconut flesh, we promise that this tour will awaken
your senses. It also provides you with the unique opportunity to purchase these exclusive
spices straight from the source. Finally you will visit the Kidichi Persian Baths that were built
by the first Sultan of Zanzibar named Sultan Said Said bin Sultan in 1850 and Maruhubi
Palace Ruins built by the third Sultan of Zanzibar named Sultan Said Baraghash Bin Said
in 1880 which were built especially for housing 99 of his harem. Sensible shoes and hats are
advisable. The tour could be in the morning or in the afternoon.
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SAFARI BLUE (FULL DAY)
The original and the best “Safari Blue” is a full day excursion using locally made traditional
sailing dhows of between 8 to 10 meters in length. We currently operate 6 passengercarrying dhows that are finished to the very highest standards and fitted with outboard
engines, marine VHF radios, gas inflatable life jackets, sunshade, boarding ladder,
waterproof bags and first aid kit. We also have public liability and marine insurance. The
excursion starts at the fishing village of Fumba, 30 minutes drive from Stone Town. Fumba is
situated in the southwest corner of the island and is an ideal starting point to explore Menai
Bay, designated a Conservation Area. The bay has a number of beautiful uninhabited
islands and sandbanks and is frequented by humpback and bottlenose dolphins. On arrival at
Fumba, clients are given a briefing on the day and a life jacket demo. We then board the
dhows and set off to explore the bay and find the dolphins. We are lucky enough to see
dolphins on at least 85% of our trips. Later in the morning we stop on a sandbank where we
set up sunshades and fit the clients with snorkeling equipment. We have a large range of
sizes and good quality equipment. Guides, who can safely lead the snorkeling session and
show points of interest, accompany the clients. For beginners or those who are not confident
swimmers, we have inflatable snorkeling vests and our guides can give tuition. After
snorkeling we offer fresh green coconuts before we move to a desert island for lunch.
During the morning our catering boat has gone on ahead to prepare lunch, which is served
on teak picnic tables set up beneath the shade of some tamarind trees. Lunch is a traditional
Zanzibar meal and includes a selection of grilled fish, slipper lobster, squid, and rice,
tamarind and coriander sauces. A gastronomic fruit tasting follows with a selection of
between 10 to 15 different tropical fruits. Cold drinks are available throughout the day
and include mineral water, sodas and beer. Coffee and Amarula liqueur are also served
after lunch. Toilets are available on the island. When the tide allows we visit a beautiful
mangrove lagoon where it is possible to swim through the mangrove forest. We return to
Fumba by sail and arrive back at 6 p.m. in time to see the colorful African sunset.
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JOZANI FOREST (HALF DAY)
On arrival you will proceed to Jozani Forest, the largest conservation area in Zanzibar and
the only remaining natural mangrove forest on the island, the Jozani Chwaka Bay
Conservation Area is renowned for its hairy ape residents, the Red Columbus Monkey.
Endemic to Zanzibar, visitors come from far and wide to view the highly endangered Red
Columbus Monkey, now numbering only 1500. Due to large-scale cultivation, firewood
collection, harvesting building materials and charcoal and lime making, Zanzibar's forests
have been largely depleted, making the Jozani Chwaka Bay conservation area a
significant natural landscape. Nature lovers can walk through the 100 different towering
tree species and marvel at the rich variety of birdlife and other small wildlife that inhabit the
cool woodland area. The tour could be in the morning or in the afternoon.
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KIZIMIKAZI DOLPHINS (HALF DAY)
After an early transfer to Kizimkazi in Menai Bay, visitors board a local “dhow” and head
off in search of the dolphins. An outboard engine is used for the excursion.
Situated on the southern point of the island, Kizimkazi fishing village is home to several
schools of bottle-nosed dolphins and Humpback dolphins, which can often be sighted
following a short boat trip from the village. If you are lucky, you may be able to swim and
play friendly with the dolphins at close range, which can be a very rewarding experience.
We advise clients to bring waterproof shoes for boarding the dhows and to bring towels,
sunscreen and a spare T-shirt for snorkeling.
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PRISON ISLAND (HALF DAY)
Prison Island is one of the nearest islands from Stone Town, just 20 minutes by boat. It is
also known as Changuu Island. There are many trees and plants on this island and it is a
delight to walk safely and unhindered through the dappled shadows. Birds a bound and bird
watchers will find plenty of species to delight them. Its original use was as a prison and later
it was taken over to be used as quarantine station by the British Army. Another prison was
then built but never used. Today prison Island is a pleasant destination for a day trip. It has
some excellent coral formations just offshore providing a good opportunity for snorkeling.
Another main attraction is the giant tortoises which are over 100 years old. These
tortoises are only found on this island. Not indigenous to continental Africa, the original
tortoises were brought from Aldabra in the Seychelles in an effort to extend the tortoise
conservation efforts. Aldabra is famous for harboring endemic and rare marine life species,
and along with the Galapagos Islands, is one of the worlds few places where giant tortoises
exist. Some of the tortoises at Prison Island were rescued from poachers who were
intercepted on their way from Aldabra to other parts of the world, where they would sell
the animals to private collectors or zoos. These giant tortoises have been living in the Indian
Ocean Islands for over 100 million years, but their numbers have fallen to such critically
low levels that they are now classified as endangered. The adult tortoises of Prison
Island are already producing the next generations, and the future is looking good for the
continued survival of this ancient reptile. We advise clients to bring waterproof shoes for
boarding the dhows and to bring towels, sunscreen and a spare T-shirt for snorkeling.
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SUNSET DHOW CRUISE (2 HOURS)
The tour starts late in the afternoon in Stone Town where you take a ride in one of
our traditional sailing boat of the type used for centuries for carrying cargo between Zanzibar
and the Arabian Gulf. The boat ride will give you an insight into the real Zanzibar.
Our boats are equipped with safety equipment, sunshade, snorkeling equipment and
boarding ladder. Sit back and relax, enjoy the Zanzibar breezes and crystal clear turquoise
waters while sipping a drink accompanied with bites/snacks.
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TANZANIA & ZANZIBAR MAPS AND COUNTRY INFORMATION
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TANZANIA
Serengeti, Ngorongoro, Kilimanjaro, Zanzibar… The names roll off the tongue like a roster
call of Africa’s most alluring destinations, all packed into one country. Resonating with hints
of the wild and exotic, these four alone are reason enough to justify packing your bag and
heading off to Tanzania.
But the list isn’t finished. Bagamoyo, Tabora, Ujiji – stops on the 19th-century caravan
routes into the heart of what was then an unknown continent. Mafia and Pangani – once
famed ports of call for merchant ships from the Orient. Kilwa – linchpin of a far-flung Indian
Ocean trading network. Kigoma, Kalema, Kipili, Kasanga – bustling outposts along the
remote Lake Tanganyika shoreline.
Selous – Africa’s largest protected area. Ruaha and Katavi – insider tips for serious safarigoers. Mahale and Gombe – prime destinations for seeing chimpanzees in the wild. Within
the space of several hours, it’s possible to go from lazing on idyllic beaches to exploring
moss-covered ruins of ancient Swahili city-states; from climbing mist-covered slopes in the
Southern Highlands to trekking through the barren landscapes around Ol Doinyo Lengai,
guided by a spear-carrying Massai warrior.
Yet, despite its attractions, Tanzania has managed for the most part to remain unassuming
and low-key. It has also remained enviably untouched by the tribal rivalries and political
upheavals that plague many of its neighbors, and this – combined with a booming tourism
industry – makes it an ideal choice for both first-time visitors and Africa old hands.
Throughout, Tanzania offers travelers an array of options, set against the backdrop of a
cultural mosaic in which over 100 ethnic groups amicably rub shoulders. While most visitors
head straight for the famed northern wildlife-watching circuit, followed by time relaxing on
Zanzibar’s beaches, Tanzania has much more to offer anyone with the time and inclination
to head off the beaten path…

ZANZIBAR
Zanzibar’s allure is legendary. One of East Africa’s great trading centers, the archipelago
has been for centuries a crossroads of culture, a melting pot of influences where Africa,
India and Arabia meet, a complete change of pace from the mainland, a place where life’s
rhythms are set by the monsoon winds and the cycles of the moon. While Zanzibar gets
most of the attention, the archipelago is also made up of Pemba to the north, plus
numerous smaller islands and islets. Each of the main islands has its own distinct character.
Zanzibar’s major attraction is Stone Town, with its whitewashed, coral-rag houses, quaint
shops, bazaars, mosques, courtyards and squares. Another draw card is its spectacular sea,
edged by fine, white-sand beaches. Although many places have become very developed,
there are still some quiet spots left. Verdant Pemba, in contrast, is hilly, densely vegetated
and seldom visited. Voodoo flourishes amid its hilly terrain, winding creeks lace the
shoreline, and the mangrove-lined coast opens occasionally onto hidden, pristine coves and
bays the color of emerald.
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